The Word

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Week of July 28, 2013

Call to Prayer and Sharing
 Leader invites all into a few moments of silent reflection to remember that
we are in the presence of God. (reflective pause)
 Then:

“In the name of the Father and of the Son . . . .”

The Word of God
 Leader reads part or all of one of the scripture texts from the previous Sunday.
Luke 11:9-12
“And I tell you, ask and you will receive;
seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks, receives;
and the one who seeks, finds;
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
What father among you would hand his son a snake
when he asks for a fish?
Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for an egg?
If you then, who are wicked,
know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will the Father in heaven
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?”
 At the conclusion of the reading, briefly pause for quiet reflection.

Continued. . . .

Faith Sharing
 Leader reminds everyone of the Question of the Week which relates to the
particular group gathered . . . .
Adults:

Why do you think we sometimes have trouble “asking,
seeking or knocking” along the journey of life?

Teens:

When have you asked God for something and received it,
perhaps in a different way than you expected to receive?

Children:

Where do you find Jesus in your everyday life?

Time is provided for sharing responses to the question. Silence between
responses is to be expected. Allow about 15 minutes for faith sharing.
For larger groups, leader invites members to divide into groups of three
or four for faith sharing.
 When the sharing comes to an end, the leader invites everyone to take a moment
to silently and reverently hold what has been shared together.
 Continue with the meeting, turning to the agenda.

Concluding the meeting
At the end of the meeting, the leader closes with the following prayer:
Good and Gracious God,
your love for us surpasses all understanding.
As we leave here today,
be with us in all our comings and goings,
and in all that we say and do.
We pray this in the name of Christ Jesus who is our Light.
Amen.

