
 
The Word 

 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Week of January 31 

 

 

Call to Prayer and Sharing 

 Leader invites all into a few moments of silent reflection to remember that  

 we are in the presence of God.   (reflective pause) 

 

 Then:    “In the name of the Father and of the Son . . . .” 

 

The Word of God 

 Leader reads part or all of one of the scripture texts from the previous Sunday.     

 

Luke 4:21-30 

 

Jesus began speaking in the synagogue, saying: 

“Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

And all spoke highly of him 

and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth.  

They also asked, “Isn’t this the son of Joseph?” 

He said to them, “Surely you will quote me this proverb, 

‘Physician, cure yourself,’ and say, 

‘Do here in your native place 

the things that we heard were done in Capernaum.’” 

And he said, “Amen, I say to you, 

no prophet is accepted in his own native place. 

Indeed, I tell you, 

there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah 

when the sky was closed for three and a half years 

and a severe famine spread over the entire land. 

It was to none of these that Elijah was sent, 

but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon. 

Again, there were many lepers in Israel 

during the time of Elisha the prophet; 

yet not one of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 

When the people in the synagogue heard this, 

they were all filled with fury. 

They rose up, drove him out of the town, 

and led him to the brow of the hill 

on which their town had been built, 

to hurl him down headlong. 

But Jesus passed through the midst of them and went away. 

 



Faith Sharing 

 Leader reminds everyone of the Question of the Week which relates to the 

 particular group gathered . . . . 

 

Child:   What can you do to be a good follower of Jesus today? 
 

Teens:   Recall a time in your life when you felt unaccepted by your peers or 

noticed someone who was unaccepted. How did you respond? 

  

Adult:   What is your reaction to listening to Jesus proclaim that the scriptures are 

fulfilled in your hearing? What action does this invite you to? 

 

We offer this form of contemplative sharing for pondering Scripture 

while considering the question, and for the faith sharing which follows. 

 

 Listen/ Read (Lectio): Ponder God’s word and listen for what touches 

your heart. 

 Meditate (Meditatio): Notice what you notice. Allow God’s word to 

resonate in you. 

 Speak/Share (Oratio): Prayerfully share with the group your thoughts and 

feelings. 

 Rest in God’s presence (Contemplatio): Notice God’s presence and be 

still, surrounded by God’s love. 

  

 Time is provided for sharing responses to the question. Silence between  

 responses is to be expected. Allow about 15 minutes for faith sharing. 

 For larger groups, leader invites members to divide into groups of three 

 or four for faith sharing.   

       

 When the sharing comes to an end, the leader invites everyone to take a moment 

to silently and reverently hold what has been shared together. 

 

 Continue with the meeting, turning to the agenda. 

 

Concluding the meeting 

At the end of the meeting, the leader closes with the following prayer:  

   

Good and Gracious God,  

  your love for us surpasses all understanding. 

  As we leave here today,  

  be with us in all our comings and goings, 

  and in all that we say and do. 

  We pray this in the name of Christ Jesus who is our Light. 

  Amen.      


