
 
The Word 

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Week of March 6 

 

 

Call to Prayer and Sharing 

 Leader invites all into a few moments of silent reflection to remember that  

 we are in the presence of God.   (reflective pause) 

 

 Then:    “In the name of the Father and of the Son . . . .” 

 

The Word of God 

 Leader reads part or all of one of the scripture texts from the previous Sunday.     

 

Luke 15:1-3, 11-24 

 

Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus, 

but the Pharisees and scribes began to complain, saying, 

“This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

So to them Jesus addressed this parable: 

“A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father, 

‘Father give me the share of your estate that should come to me.’ 

So the father divided the property between them. 

After a few days, the younger son collected all his belongings 

and set off to a distant country 

where he squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation. 

When he had freely spent everything, 

a severe famine struck that country, 

and he found himself in dire need. 

So he hired himself out to one of the local citizens 

who sent him to his farm to tend the swine. 

And he longed to eat his fill of the pods on which the swine fed, 

but nobody gave him any. 

Coming to his senses he thought, 

‘How many of my father’s hired workers 

have more than enough food to eat, 

but here am I, dying from hunger. 

I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him, 

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 

I no longer deserve to be called your son; 

treat me as you would treat one of your hired workers.”’ 

So he got up and went back to his father. 

While he was still a long way off, 

his father caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion. 



He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him. 

His son said to him, 

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; 

I no longer deserve to be called your son.’ 

But his father ordered his servants, 

‘Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on him; 

put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 

Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. 

Then let us celebrate with a feast, 

because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; 

he was lost, and has been found.’ 

Then the celebration began. 

 

 

Faith Sharing 

 Leader reminds everyone of the Question of the Week which relates to the 

 particular group gathered . . . . 

 

Child:   What does Jesus teach us about forgiving others? 
 

Teens:   How can you be kinder and more forgiving as you prepare for Easter? 

  

Adult:   We offer this form of contemplative sharing for pondering Scripture 

while considering the question, and for the faith sharing which follows. 

 

 Listen/ Read (Lectio): Ponder God’s word and listen for what touches 

your heart. 

 Meditate (Meditatio): Notice what you notice. Allow God’s word to 

resonate in you. 

 Speak/Share (Oratio): Prayerfully share with the group your thoughts and 

feelings. 

 Rest in God’s presence (Contemplatio): Notice God’s presence and be 

still, surrounded by God’s love. 

  

 Time is provided for sharing responses to the question. Silence between  

 responses is to be expected. Allow about 15 minutes for faith sharing. 

 For larger groups, leader invites members to divide into groups of three 

 or four for faith sharing.   

       

 When the sharing comes to an end, the leader invites everyone to take a moment 

to silently and reverently hold what has been shared together. 

 

 Continue with the meeting, turning to the agenda. 

 

Concluding the meeting 

At the end of the meeting, the leader closes with the following prayer:  

   

Good and Gracious God,  

  your love for us surpasses all understanding. 



  As we leave here today,  

  be with us in all our comings and goings, 

  and in all that we say and do. 

  We pray this in the name of Christ Jesus who is our Light. 

  Amen.      


