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LIVING IN THE LIGHT

The Word

The Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Week of October 11

Call to Prayer and Sharing
4+ Leader invites all into a few moments of silent reflection to remember that
we are in the presence of God. (reflective pause)

4+ Then: “In the name of the Father and of the Son ... .”

The Word of God
+ Leader reads part or all of one of the scripture texts from the previous Sunday.

Mark 10: 17 - 30

As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up,
knelt down before him, and asked him,

"Good teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?"
Jesus answered him, "Why do you call me good?

No one is good but God alone.

You know the commandments: You shall not kill;

you shall not commit adultery;

you shall not steal;

you shall not bear false witness;

you shall not defraud;

honor your father and your mother."

He replied and said to him,

"Teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth."
Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him,

"You are lacking in one thing.

Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor

and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.
At that statement his face fell,

and he went away sad, for he had many possessions.

"

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples,

"How hard it is for those who have wealth

to enter the kingdom of God!"

The disciples were amazed at his words.

So Jesus again said to them in reply,

"Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!

It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle



than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God."

They were exceedingly astonished and said among themselves,
"Then who can be saved?"

Jesus looked at them and said,

"For human beings it is impossible, but not for God.

All things are possible for God."

Peter began to say to him,

"We have given up everything and followed you."

Jesus said, "Amen, | say to you,

there is no one who has given up house or brothers or sisters
or mother or father or children or lands

for my sake and for the sake of the gospel

who will not receive a hundred times more now in this present age:
houses and brothers and sisters

and mothers and children and lands,

with persecutions, and eternal life in the age to come."

At the conclusion of the reading, briefly pause for quiet reflection.

Faith Sharing
+ Leader reminds everyone of the Question of the Week which relates to the
particular group gathered . . ..

Child: How can you be more like Jesus?

Teens: The rich young man in today’s gospel aspired to follow Jesus but he
went away sad. Why? What in your life would be difficult to give away or give up
in order to follow Jesus more closely?

Adult: We offer this form of Lectio Divina (sacred reading) for pondering
Scripture and for the faith sharing which follows.

e Listen/ Read (Lectio): Ponder God’s word and listen for what touches
your heart.

e Meditate (Meditatio): Notice what you notice. Allow God’s word to
resonate in you.

e Speak/Share (Oratio): Prayerfully share with the group your thoughts and
feelings.

e Restin God’s presence (Contemplatio): Notice God’s presence and be
still, surrounded by God’s love.

Time is provided for sharing responses to the question. Silence between
responses is to be expected. Allow about 15 minutes for faith sharing.
For larger groups, leader invites members to divide into groups of three
or four for faith sharing.

+ When the sharing comes to an end, the leader invites everyone to take a moment
to silently and reverently hold what has been shared together.



+ Continue with the meeting, turning to the agenda.

Concluding the meeting
At the end of the meeting, the leader closes with the following prayer:

Good and Gracious God,

your love for us surpasses all understanding.

As we leave here today,

be with us in all our comings and goings,

and in all that we say and do.

We pray this in the name of Christ Jesus who is our Light.
Amen.



