
 
The Word 

Palm Sunday 

Week of April 14 

 

 

Call to Prayer and Sharing 

 Leader invites all into a few moments of silent reflection to remember that  

 we are in the presence of God.   (reflective pause) 

 

 Then:    “In the name of the Father and of the Son . . . .” 

 

The Word of God 

 Leader reads part or all of one of the scripture texts from the previous Sunday.     

 

Luke 22:54-65, 23:33-43 (below is only an excerpt of the full reading) 

 

… 

Then going out, he went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, 

and the disciples followed him. 

When he arrived at the place he said to them,  

"Pray that you may not undergo the test." 

After withdrawing about a stone's throw from them and kneeling, 

he prayed, saying, "Father, if you are willing,  

take this cup away from me;  

still, not my will but yours be done." 

And to strengthen him an angel from heaven appeared to him. 

He was in such agony and he prayed so fervently  

that his sweat became like drops of blood 

falling on the ground. 

When he rose from prayer and returned to his disciples,  

he found them sleeping from grief. 

He said to them, "Why are you sleeping? 

Get up and pray that you may not undergo the test." 

 

While he was still speaking, a crowd approached  

and in front was one of the Twelve, a man named Judas. 

He went up to Jesus to kiss him. 

Jesus said to him,  

"Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?" 

His disciples realized what was about to happen, and they asked,  

"Lord, shall we strike with a sword?" 

And one of them struck the high priest's servant 

and cut off his right ear. 

But Jesus said in reply, 



"Stop, no more of this!" 

Then he touched the servant's ear and healed him.Go, and from now on do not sin 

any more.” 

…. 

 

Faith Sharing 

 Leader reminds everyone of the Question of the Week which relates to the 

 particular group gathered . . . . 

 

Children:   How can you spend time with each member of your family this week 

to show your love for them? 

  

Teens:   When have you let someone down who trusted you?  How did you feel? 

What did you do about it? 

  

Adults:    How can the passion of Jesus help you deal with hardship? 

  

We offer this form of contemplative sharing for pondering Scripture 

while considering the question, and for the faith sharing which follows. 

 

• Listen/ Read (Lectio): Ponder God’s word and listen for what touches 

your heart. 

• Meditate (Meditatio): Notice what you notice. Allow God’s word to 

resonate in you. 

• Speak/Share (Oratio): Prayerfully share with the group your thoughts and 

feelings. 

• Rest in God’s presence (Contemplatio): Notice God’s presence and be 

still, surrounded by God’s love. 

 

 Time is provided for sharing responses to the question. Silence between  

 responses is to be expected. Allow about 15 minutes for faith sharing. 

 For larger groups, leader invites members to divide into groups of three 

 or four for faith sharing.   

       

 When the sharing comes to an end, the leader invites everyone to take a moment 

to silently and reverently hold what has been shared together. 

 

 Continue with the meeting, turning to the agenda. 

 

Concluding the meeting 

At the end of the meeting, the leader closes with the following prayer:  

   

Good and Gracious God,  

  your love for us surpasses all understanding. 

  As we leave here today,  

  be with us in all our comings and goings, 

  and in all that we say and do. 

  We pray this in the name of Christ Jesus who is our Light. 

  Amen.  


