
 
The Word 

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Week of January 22 

 

 

Call to Prayer and Sharing 

 Leader invites all into a few moments of silent reflection to remember that  

 we are in the presence of God.   (reflective pause) 

 

 Then:    “In the name of the Father and of the Son . . . .” 

 

The Word of God 

 Leader reads part or all of one of the scripture texts from the previous Sunday.     

 

Matthew 14: 12-23 

 

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, 

he withdrew to Galilee. 

He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, 

in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, 

that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet 

might be fulfilled: 

Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 

the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the Gentiles, 

the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light, 

on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death 

light has arisen. 

From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

 

As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 

Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, 

casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. 

He said to them, 

“Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

At once they left their nets and followed him. 

He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, 

James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. 

They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. 

He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father 

and followed him. 

He went around all of Galilee, 

teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, 

and curing every disease and illness among the people. 



 

Faith Sharing 

 Leader reminds everyone of the Question of the Week which relates to the 

 particular group gathered . . . . 

 

Children:   How do you show Jesus that you love him? 

 

Teens:  It’s not always easy to follow Jesus. What do you think is most difficult 

about it and for what gift will you ask God to help you overcome it? 

 

Adults:   Like the Apostles, we must leave some things behind when Jesus calls. 

What have you given up to follow Jesus and how has he rewarded you? 

We offer this form of contemplative sharing for pondering Scripture 

while considering the question, and for the faith sharing which follows. 

 

• Listen/ Read (Lectio): Ponder God’s word and listen for what touches 

your heart. 

• Meditate (Meditatio): Notice what you notice. Allow God’s word to 

resonate in you. 

• Speak/Share (Oratio): Prayerfully share with the group your thoughts and 

feelings. 

• Rest in God’s presence (Contemplatio): Notice God’s presence and be 

still, surrounded by God’s love. 

• Choose to act (Actio): Trusting in God’s nearness, commit to action rooted 

in love. 

 

 Time is provided for sharing responses to the question. Silence between  

 responses is to be expected. Allow about 15 minutes for faith sharing. 

 For larger groups, leader invites members to divide into groups of three 

 or four for faith sharing.   

       

 When the sharing comes to an end, the leader invites everyone to take a moment 

to silently and reverently hold what has been shared together. 

 

 Continue with the meeting, turning to the agenda. 

 

Concluding the meeting 

At the end of the meeting, the leader closes with the following prayer:  

   

Good and Gracious God,  

  your love for us surpasses all understanding. 

  As we leave here today,  

  be with us in all our comings and goings, 

  and in all that we say and do. 

  We pray this in the name of Christ Jesus who is our Light. 

  Amen.  


