LIVING IN THE LIGHT

The Word

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Week ending September 24

Call to Prayer and Sharing
+ Leader invites all into a few moments of silent reflection to remember that
we are in the presence of God. (reflective pause)

4+ Then: *“In the name of the Father and of the Son....”

The Word of God
+ Leader reads part or all of one of the scripture texts from the previous Sunday.

Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus told his disciples this parable:

"The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner

who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard.

After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage,

he sent them into his vineyard.

Going out about nine o'clock,

the landowner saw others standing idle in the marketplace,

and he said to them, "You too go into my vineyard,

and | will give you what is just.'

So they went off.

And he went out again around noon,

and around three o'clock, and did likewise.

Going out about five o'clock,

the landowner found others standing around, and said to them,
'‘Why do you stand here idle all day?'

They answered, '‘Because no one has hired us.'

He said to them, "You too go into my vineyard.'

When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman,
‘Summon the laborers and give them their pay,

beginning with the last and ending with the first.'

When those who had started about five o'clock came,

each received the usual daily wage.

So when the first came, they thought that they would receive more,
but each of them also got the usual wage.

And on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner, saying,
"These last ones worked only one hour,

and you have made them equal to us,

who bore the day's burden and the heat.'



He said to one of them in reply,

'My friend, | am not cheating you.

Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?
Take what is yours and go.

What if | wish to give this last one the same as you?
Or am | not free to do as | wish with my own money?
Are you envious because | am generous?’

Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last."

Faith Sharing

+

+

+

Leader reminds everyone of the Question of the Week which relates to the
particular group gathered . . ..

Children: How can you love all people as generously as God does?

Teens: What are the ways you show your generosity as a Christian, especially to
those in need of care and support?

Adults: What are some ways we can avoid developing an attitude that God owes
us for all we as faithful people?

We offer this form of contemplative sharing for pondering Scripture
while considering the question, and for the faith sharing which follows.

e Listen/ Read (Lectio): Ponder God’s word and listen for what touches
your heart.

e Meditate (Meditatio): Notice what you notice. Allow God’s word to
resonate in you.

e Speak/Share (Oratio): Prayerfully share with the group your thoughts and
feelings.

e Rest in God’s presence (Contemplatio): Notice God’s presence and be
still, surrounded by God’s love.

Time is provided for sharing responses to the question. Silence between
responses is to be expected. Allow about 15 minutes for faith sharing.
For larger groups, leader invites members to divide into groups of three
or four for faith sharing.

When the sharing comes to an end, the leader invites everyone to take a moment
to silently and reverently hold what has been shared together.

Continue with the meeting, turning to the agenda.

Concluding the meeting
At the end of the meeting, the leader closes with the following prayer:

Good and Gracious God,
your love for us surpasses all understanding.
As we leave here today,



be with us in all our comings and goings,
and in all that we say and do.
We pray this in the name of Christ Jesus who is our Light.

Amen.



