LIVING IN THE LIGHT

The Word

The Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Week of October 4

Call to Prayer and Sharing
+ Leader invites all into a few moments of silent reflection to remember that
we are in the presence of God. (reflective pause)

4+ Then: *“In the name of the Father and of the Son....”

The Word of God
+ Leader reads part or all of one of the scripture texts from the previous Sunday.

Matthew 21: 33 — 43

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people:
"Hear another parable.

There was a landowner who planted a vineyard,

put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a tower.
Then he leased it to tenants and went on a journey.

When vintage time drew near,

he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce.

But the tenants seized the servants and one they beat,

another they killed, and a third they stoned.

Again he sent other servants, more numerous than the first ones,
but they treated them in the same way.

Finally, he sent his son to them, thinking,

‘They will respect my son.’

But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another,
"This is the heir.

Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance.’

They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.
What will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?"
They answered him,

"He will put those wretched men to a wretched death

and lease his vineyard to other tenants

who will give him the produce at the proper times."

Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures:

The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;

by the Lord has this been done,

and it is wonderful in our eyes?

Therefore, | say to you,



the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people that will produce its fruit."

Faith Sharing

+ Leader reminds everyone of the Question of the Week which relates to the
particular group gathered . . ..

Children: What can you do in your week to help the love of God grow in the

world?

Teens:

Adults:

How are you using your gifts to bring love and peace to the world?

How have you used your talents and abilities well for the good of God’s

Kingdom?

We offer this form of contemplative sharing for pondering Scripture
while considering the question, and for the faith sharing which follows.

Listen/ Read (Lectio): Ponder God’s word and listen for what touches
your heart.

Meditate (Meditatio): Notice what you notice. Allow God’s word to
resonate in you.

Speak/Share (Oratio): Prayerfully share with the group your thoughts and
feelings.

Rest in God’s presence (Contemplatio): Notice God’s presence and be
still, surrounded by God’s love.

Choose to act (Actio): Trusting in God’s nearness, commit to action rooted
in love.

Time is provided for sharing responses to the question. Silence between
responses is to be expected. Allow about 15 minutes for faith sharing.
For larger groups, leader invites members to divide into groups of three
or four for faith sharing.

+ When the sharing comes to an end, the leader invites everyone to take a moment
to silently and reverently hold what has been shared together.

+ Continue with the meeting, turning to the agenda.

Concluding the meeting
At the end of the meeting, the leader closes with the following prayer:

Good and Gracious God,

your love for us surpasses all understanding.

As we leave here today,

be with us in all our comings and goings,

and in all that we say and do.

We pray this in the name of Christ Jesus who is our Light.
Amen.



