
 
The Word 

The Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Week of August 31 

 

 

Call to Prayer and Sharing 

 Leader invites all into a few moments of silent reflection to remember that  

 we are in the presence of God.   (reflective pause) 

 

 Then:    “In the name of the Father and of the Son . . . .” 

 

The Word of God 

 Leader reads part or all of one of the scripture texts from the previous Sunday.     

 

Luke 14: 1, 7-14 

 

On a sabbath Jesus went to dine 

at the home of one of the leading Pharisees, 

and the people there were observing him carefully. 

 

He told a parable to those who had been invited, 

noticing how they were choosing the places of honor at the table. 

"When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, 

do not recline at table in the place of honor. 

A more distinguished guest than you may have been invited by him, 

and the host who invited both of you may approach you and say, 

'Give your place to this man,' 

and then you would proceed with embarrassment 

to take the lowest place. 

Rather, when you are invited, 

go and take the lowest place 

so that when the host comes to you he may say, 

'My friend, move up to a higher position.' 

Then you will enjoy the esteem of your companions at the table. 

For every one who exalts himself will be humbled, 

but the one who humbles himself will be exalted." 

Then he said to the host who invited him, 

"When you hold a lunch or a dinner, 

do not invite your friends or your brothers 

or your relatives or your wealthy neighbors, 

in case they may invite you back and you have repayment. 

Rather, when you hold a banquet, 

invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; 

blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you. 



For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 

 

Faith Sharing 

 Leader reminds everyone of the Question of the Week which relates to the 

 particular group gathered . . . . 

 

Children:   In what ways do you show kindness to those who feel left out? 

  

Teens:   Who holds the places of honor among your friends? How do you actively 

practice being humble? 

  

Adults:    Recall a time when you felt humility. How have you learned about the 

importance of humility in being a disciple? 

 

We offer this form of contemplative sharing for pondering Scripture 

while considering the question, and for the faith sharing which follows. 

 

• Listen/ Read (Lectio): Ponder God’s word and listen for what touches 

your heart. 

• Meditate (Meditatio): Notice what you notice. Allow God’s word to 

resonate in you. 

• Speak/Share (Oratio): Prayerfully share with the group your thoughts and 

feelings. 

• Rest in God’s presence (Contemplatio): Notice God’s presence and be 

still, surrounded by God’s love. 

 

 Time is provided for sharing responses to the question. Silence between  

 responses is to be expected. Allow about 15 minutes for faith sharing. 

 For larger groups, leader invites members to divide into groups of three 

 or four for faith sharing.   

       

 When the sharing comes to an end, the leader invites everyone to take a moment 

to silently and reverently hold what has been shared together. 

 

 Continue with the meeting, turning to the agenda. 

 

Concluding the meeting 

At the end of the meeting, the leader closes with the following prayer:  

   

Good and Gracious God,  

  your love for us surpasses all understanding. 

  As we leave here today,  

  be with us in all our comings and goings, 

  and in all that we say and do. 

  We pray this in the name of Christ Jesus who is our Light. 

  Amen.  


