
 
The Word 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Week of September 28 

 

 

Call to Prayer and Sharing 

 Leader invites all into a few moments of silent reflection to remember that  

 we are in the presence of God.   (reflective pause) 

 

 Then:    “In the name of the Father and of the Son . . . .” 

 

The Word of God 

 Leader reads part or all of one of the scripture texts from the previous Sunday.     

 

Luke 16: 19-31 

 
Jesus said to the Pharisees: 

"There was a rich man who dressed in purple garments and fine linen 

and dined sumptuously each day. 

And lying at his door was a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 

who would gladly have eaten his fill of the scraps that fell from the rich man's table. 

Dogs even used to come and lick his sores. 

When the poor man died, he was carried away by angels to the bosom of Abraham. 

The rich man also died and was buried, 

and from the netherworld, where he was in torment, 

he raised his eyes and saw Abraham far off 

and Lazarus at his side. 

And he cried out, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me. 

Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, 

for I am suffering torment in these flames.' 

Abraham replied, 

'My child, remember that you received 

what was good during your lifetime 

while Lazarus likewise received what was bad; 

but now he is comforted here, whereas you are tormented. 

Moreover, between us and you a great chasm is established 

to prevent anyone from crossing who might wish to go 

from our side to yours or from your side to ours.' 

He said, 'Then I beg you, father, 

send him to my father's house, for I have five brothers, 

so that he may warn them, 

lest they too come to this place of torment.' 

But Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the prophets. 

Let them listen to them.' 

He said, 'Oh no, father Abraham, 

but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' 

Then Abraham said, 'If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, 



neither will they be persuaded if someone should rise from the dead.'" 

 

Faith Sharing 

 Leader reminds everyone of the Question of the Week which relates to the 

 particular group gathered . . . . 

 

Children:   How does Jesus encourage you to always do what is right? 

  

Teens:   Describe a lesson you learned from making a mistake. How does that 

lesson still make an impact on you today? 

  

Adults:    How do you cultivate self-awareness? How has self-reflection helped 

you to make a change? 

 

  

We offer this form of contemplative sharing for pondering Scripture 

while considering the question, and for the faith sharing which follows. 

 

• Listen/ Read (Lectio): Ponder God’s word and listen for what touches 

your heart. 

• Meditate (Meditatio): Notice what you notice. Allow God’s word to 

resonate in you. 

• Speak/Share (Oratio): Prayerfully share with the group your thoughts and 

feelings. 

• Rest in God’s presence (Contemplatio): Notice God’s presence and be 

still, surrounded by God’s love. 

• Choose to act (Actio): Trusting in God’s nearness, commit to action rooted 

in love. 

 

 Time is provided for sharing responses to the question. Silence between  

 responses is to be expected. Allow about 15 minutes for faith sharing. 

 For larger groups, leader invites members to divide into groups of three 

 or four for faith sharing.   

       

 When the sharing comes to an end, the leader invites everyone to take a moment 

to silently and reverently hold what has been shared together. 

 

 Continue with the meeting, turning to the agenda. 

 

Concluding the meeting 

At the end of the meeting, the leader closes with the following prayer:  

   

Good and Gracious God,  

  your love for us surpasses all understanding. 

  As we leave here today,  

  be with us in all our comings and goings, 

  and in all that we say and do. 

  We pray this in the name of Christ Jesus who is our Light. 

  Amen.  


