LIVING IN THE LIGHT

The Word
Palm Sunday
March 29, 2026

Call to Prayer and Sharing
+ Leader invites all into a few moments of silent reflection to remember that
we are in the presence of God. (reflective pause)

4+ Then: “Inthe name of the Father and of the Son....”

The Word of God
+ Leader reads part or all of one of the scripture texts from the previous Sunday.

Matthew 27: 11-54

Jesus stood before the governor, Pontius Pilate, who questioned him, "Are you the
king of the Jews?" Jesus said, "You say so." And when he was accused by the chief
priests and elders, he made no answer. Then Pilate said to him, "Do you not hear how
many things they are testifying against you?" But he did not answer him one word, so
that the governor was greatly amazed.

Now on the occasion of the feast the governor was accustomed to release to the
crowd one prisoner whom they wished. And at that time they had a notorious prisoner
called Barabbas. So when they had assembled, Pilate said to them,

"Which one do you want me to release to you, Barabbas, or Jesus called Christ?"

For he knew that it was out of envy that they had handed him over.

While he was still seated on the bench, his wife sent him a message,

"Have nothing to do with that righteous man. I suffered much in a dream today
because of him." The chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for
Barabbas but to destroy Jesus. The governor said to them in reply, "Which of the two
do you want me to release to you?" They answered, "Barabbas!"

Pilate said to them, "Then what shall I do with Jesus called Christ?" They all said,
"Let him be crucified!" But he said, "Why? What evil has he done?" They only
shouted the louder, "Let him be crucified!" When Pilate saw that he was not
succeeding at all, but that a riot was breaking out instead, he took water and washed
his hands in the sight of the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of this man's blood. Look
to it yourselves." And the whole people said in reply,

"His blood be upon us and upon our children." Then he released Barabbas to them,
but after he had Jesus scourged, he handed him over to be crucified.

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus inside the praetorium and gathered the
whole cohort around him. They stripped off his clothes and threw a scarlet military
cloak about him. Weaving a crown out of thorns, they placed it on his head, and a
reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, "Hail,



King of the Jews!" They spat upon him and took the reed and kept striking him on the
head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the cloak, dressed him in
his own clothes, and led him off to crucify him.

As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian named Simon; this man they pressed
into service to carry his cross.

And when they came to a place called Golgotha — which means Place of the Skull —
, they gave Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall. But when he had tasted it, he refused
to drink. After they had crucified him, they divided his garments by casting lots; then
they sat down and kept watch over him there. And they placed over his head the
written charge against him: This is Jesus, the King of the Jews. Two revolutionaries
were crucified with him, one on his right and the other on his left. Those passing by
reviled him, shaking their heads and saying, "You who would destroy the temple and
rebuild it in three days, save yourself, if you are the Son of God, and come down from
the cross!" Likewise the chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him and
said, "He saved others; he cannot save himself. So he is the king of Israel! Let him
come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusted in God; let
him deliver him now if he wants him. For he said, 'l am the Son of God."The
revolutionaries who were crucified with him also kept abusing him in the same way.

From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.
And about three o'clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?"
which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" Some of the
bystanders who heard it said, "This one is calling for Elijah." Immediately one of
them ran to get a sponge; he soaked it in wine, and putting it on a reed, gave it to him
to drink. But the rest said, 'Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to save him." But Jesus
cried out again in a loud voice, and gave up his spirit.

And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth
quaked, rocks were split, tombs were opened, and the bodies of many saints who had
fallen asleep were raised. And coming forth from their tombs after his resurrection,
they entered the holy city and appeared to many. The centurion and the men with him
who were keeping watch over Jesus feared greatly when they saw the earthquake and
all that was happening, and they said, "Truly, this was the Son of God!"

Faith Sharing
+ Leader reminds everyone of the Question of the Week which relates to the
particular group gathered . . . .

Children: How do you allow Jesus to live in your heart?

Teens: How can you spend time with each member of your family this week in a
way that will communicate your love for them?

Adults: We are called to die to ourselves in love for others. How do you live that in
your own life?

We offer this form of contemplative sharing for pondering Scripture



while considering the question, and for the faith sharing which follows.

e Listen/ Read (Lectio): Ponder God’s word and listen for what touches
your heart.

e Meditate (Meditatio): Notice what you notice. Allow God’s word to
resonate in you.

e Speak/Share (Oratio): Prayerfully share with the group your thoughts and
feelings.

e Rest in God’s presence (Contemplatio): Notice God’s presence and be
still, surrounded by God’s love.

e Choose to act (Actio): Trusting in God’s nearness, commit to action rooted
in love.

Time is provided for sharing responses to the question. Silence between
responses is to be expected. Allow about 15 minutes for faith sharing.
For larger groups, leader invites members to divide into groups of three
or four for faith sharing.

+ When the sharing comes to an end, the leader invites everyone to take a moment
to silently and reverently hold what has been shared together.

+ Continue with the meeting, turning to the agenda.

Concluding the meeting
At the end of the meeting, the leader closes with the following prayer:

Good and Gracious God,

your love for us surpasses all understanding.

As we leave here today,

be with us in all our comings and goings,

and in all that we say and do.

We pray this in the name of Christ Jesus who is our Light.
Amen.



